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The river basin

River length – 199,7 km
River basin area – 3.275 km²
Several tributaries

Estuarine length
• 0,5 km

Downstream Dam Upstream Dams

River Ritort River Daró

River Freses River Terri

River Rupit River Onyar

River Major River Llémena

River Gurri River Brugent
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Obstacles to migration

Accessible area - 40% of the
main river
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Obstacles to migration

El Pasteral dam

Susqueda dam

Sau dam
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Capacity: 165 hm3

Wall height: 84 m

Capacity: 2 hm3

Wall height: 33
m

Capacity: 233 hm3

Wall height: 135
m
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only 18,9%
passable

(all fish species)



The eel fishery

Estuary River

Glass eels YES NO

Yellow eels NO NO

Silver eels NO NO
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Yellow eels/Silver eels
- Only recreational
- >35 cm
- Catch and release

Glass eels
- Professional (from 1996)
- <12 cm
- 20ht October to 10th March
- Using fykenets
- 6 sites (1 trap/site)
- 5 fishermen (1/day)
- Around 100 kg/season



Other pressures on the eel:
parasites
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Other pressures on the eel:
polution
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Source: ACA



Other pressures on the eel:
predation and exotic fish species
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Pseudorasbora parvaSilurus
glanis

Lutra
lutra

Phalacrocorax
carbo

Neovison vison (American
mink)



Other pressures on the eel:
water abstraction
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Natural flow regime
(1960)

River
discharge

Strong rainfall: regulated
river

Natural flow regime
(2010)

Minimum flow regime
(regulated)

75% (1959-2018)

30% (2018-2029)



Other pressures on the eel:
hydroelectric power plants
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Eel Management Plan

• Eel Management Plan
• Regional (Catalunya)

• Measures to be applied at the regional level
• Fisheries regulation
• Fish stocking
• Increasing river connectivity and water quality
• Predators control
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Monitoring

• What has been monitored?
Recruitment (2015-2016)

Standing stock

Silver eel escapement

• ACA - Monitoring started in 2010
every 6 years

not specific for eels / electrofishing

many teams/poor homogenization

lack of money/who is in charge at the Catalan administration?
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www.sudoang.eu

Project co-financed by the INTERREG SUDOE Programme
through the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)


